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of Jerusalem in right of his wife, while a Lusignan was King of Cyprus.
In spite of Andrew of Hungary's failure a sufficient number of Crusaders gathered to enable John of Brienne to seize Damietta on the east of the Nile Delta, which he regarded as the real key to the Holy Land. But the disastrous results of an expedition into Egypt forced John to surrender it again. It was this blow which compelled Frederick II. to give more serious attention to his long-standing promise. Frederick, a curiously modern statesman, relied upon diplomacy, backed by an army, in preference to hard fighting; and in despite of the excommunicatory thunders of Gregory IX., he did what the soldiers had failed to do, and recovered Jerusalem. But no steps were taken to organize the government; and Frederick, after crowning himself, returned to the West. In 1240, Richard of Cornwall led what was called the English Crusade to Palestine, but nothing was really done towards an effective extension of the Latin power, which was torn by factions and by the rivalries between the Knights of the Temple and the Knights of St. John,
Destruction was for the time averted by the quarrels among the Ayubites, the descendants of Saladin. But at this time the hordes of Mongols, or Tartars, had started on their series of devastating conquests under the leadership of Temujin, or Genghis Khan. Although they had not embraced Islam, the Ayubite ruler of Damascus called in some of them to aid him against both the Christians and his Moslem rivals. They came, recaptured Jerusalem, slaughtered all the inhabitants, and overwhelmed an army of Crusaders. This was practically the end of the Latin kingdom, though the Tartars did not remain in Palestine.
It was this disaster which impelled Louis IX. to head the Sixth Crusade in 1248. Damietta was again made the objective of the expedition. It was captured, and again the invading army attacked Egypt. As in 1218 disaster followed. The army was compelled to fall back on Damietta; in the course of the retreat Louis, who took the post of danger in command of the rearguard, was made prisoner. The army surrendered; most of it was cut to pieces, while the king atati the great nobles were held to ransom. Louis on his release went to Palestine and then returned to France.
In 1269 the death of the last of the Hohenstaufen, who had been titular kings of Jerusalem for thirty years, passed on the crown to the kraignan, Hugh of Cyprus. But all semblance of unity had departed. Templars and Hospitallers, Venetians and Genoese, were aJl fighting each other, each playing for their own hand. The Christians sttffereel from an illusory hope that the Tartar enemies of Islam, ,^ght be converted to Christianity and help them in destroying the ,(S|olaamniedan power. But Egypt had acquired a new vigor. Her